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Owl Pellet Lab
3

Discussion Questions:
1.   How do scientists learn what certain animals eat?

2.   Why do scientists want to know about what animals eat and
other animal behavior?

Predict:
What kinds of things do owls eat?

Investigate:
Examine your owl pellet.  Write and draw your observations here:

Explain:
Write an explanation of your findings.  Be sure to include evidence
that supports your explanation.

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________
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Logistics Graphic Organizer

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________

Logistics
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Press Release Assessment Rubric

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________

123

Your press release
consistently uses
correct sentence
structure, spelling
and punctuation.
You have less than 5
errors.

Your press release
mostly uses correct
sentence structure,
spelling and
punctuation.  You
have  6-10 errors.

Your press release
has more than 10
errors in sentence
structure, spelling,
or punctuation.

Your press release is
clear and
understandable.  Its
format and
language are similar
to the examples
given.

Your press release is
mostly clear and
understandable.  Its
format and
language are
generally similar to
the examples given.

Your press release is
somewhat clear and
understandable.  Its
format and
language are not
similar to the
examples given.

Your press release
contains information
on:
•  Purpose of the
expedition
•  Expedition members

•  Funding

•  At least one quote
from a member of the
expedition

Your press release
contains 3 out of 4
pieces of key
information.

Your press release
contains 2 or less
pieces of key
information.
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Research Expedition Venn Diagram

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________

Lewis and Clark Major Powell

Current Research
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Research Jigsaw Worksheet

Group members

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________

Animal (or group) studied

Purpose:
What are scientists trying to learn
about this animal or group?

Facts
Important facts from “Bio Brief”
(At least 5)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Methods
How are scientists studying
this animal or group?

Manage
What have scientists
learned about this animal
or group as a result of their
research?

Vocabulary
Interesting or challenging
words we read:
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Jigsaw Plan

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________

What will you teach about your animal or group, and how will you
teach it?

What are the three most important points you would like your
classmates to learn about your animal or group?  (From the Bio Brief)

1.

2.

3.

Summarize the research done on your animal or group. Be sure to
include the purpose and methods used.

You will need to make your presentation visual for your classmates.
Describe what type of visual aid your team will create.  (For example:
a poster, a diorama, overheads, a power point presentation, or a
picture book)

Your presentation should include all members of your team.  Using a
colored pen or pencil, write the names of your group members next to
the information each person will share.
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Jigsaw Presentation Assessment

Please rate your classmates on their presentation. Circle the
appropriate answer:

1 = not at all
2 = barely
3 = some of the time
4 = most of the time
5 = all the time

You shared important facts:

1 2 3 4 5

You were easy to hear and understand:

1 2 3 4 5

Your visual aid was appropriate to the topic:

1 2 3 4 5

Your visual aid was carefully prepared:

1 2 3 4 5

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________
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A Research Plan

If I were a wildlife scientist, the animal I would choose to study is a/
an ______________________________.

I chose this animal because ...

Describe or draw your animal’s habitat.

List three questions you are interested in researching about your
animal.

1.

2.

3.

Put a star next to the question you are most interested in.  Why did
you decide to begin with that question?

How would you go about finding the answers to your question?
What research methods would you use?

Name _______________________________________________     Date ____________________________
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